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Thurſday, July 15. 1508. 


Spent a great Neal of Time in the Be- 

ginning of the Reviews, in giving you 

an Accouor of the Methods the King 
vt France has taken to (uppreſs Duelling in 
hi; Cenntry, and to tell you how effeQually 
he has done If —— How ealic and how ho- 
nvurably every Man, that is i!) uſed, ob- 
:=ins SatisfaQion chere, and how all Man- 
ner of private Reſentment i; entirely for- 
bidden and condemn'd. 

1 cannot but have Recourſe to this Ex- 
ample in the Caſe I have been upon ——— 
Here are Gentlemen that have, as they 
thiok, been affronted— 1I ſhall not ſo much 
as enter into the Enquiry of the Afﬀront, 
it is not my Buſineſs, but the Queſtion be- 
fare me is, What is che proper Satisfation 


they can deſire, or ought to exped, for a 
printed Slander, fuppole it be ſo ; or what 
ought the Printer to do, and the Gentle= 
men to be content with ? 

To come to this, it is needſul to enter 
upon the State of A Satisfa#ion of Honour, 
and examine what it is. An Aﬀeront to a 
Gentleman's Honour, I conceive, confifts 
in Breach of Decency, or Breach of 7rurb, or 
Breach of Peace ; the Firſt impl © s aa undue 
Contempt put upon his Perſon, ſuch 2s ſpit» 
ting in his Face, calling him any iu Namzs, 
unmannerly Refle&ion or Repruaches, -and 
the like, The S-cond implies a falſe 
Charge upun him, ſcand 'h;zing and fliander- 
ing with ſomething he is uot guilty of 3 for 
by the way, ao Man can call it an Aﬀc: _y 
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dut upon a Suppoſition It is not true which 
is charged on him. - 
- This (the Third implies affaultiug his 
Perſon, of which 1 need not ſpeak ar this 
time) puts me in mind of a famous Trial 
before the Court of theMareſchels of France, 
for an Aﬀront offer'd to a Genrtleinan; 1 
have the Story from good Hands, tho? 1 
ſhall nor enter upon Names; two Gentle- 
men quarrel, and one tells the other he is 
&Comw.rd and 4 Lizr—T he Friends cn either 
band prevent dra% ing of Swords, ard the 
Matter is brought before the Mareſchal 
De Humieres; the Gentlemaa that had 
given the Names, every one <xpetted 
ſhould fall under a ſevere Cenſure, and the 
Complaingnt's Agents had run it up to atl 
theHeight of Aggrzvation they could—But 
when it came to the Def-ndants Turn to 
plead, he produced two Breviates or Cer- 
tifications with ſufficient Proof attefted by 
Notaries; ficſt that he had been broke, or 
caſhier'd as we call it, at Roſes in Catalog- 
iz, and turn'd out of the Army for quit- 
ting bis Poſt in Time of Agijon, and fo 
was declar'd a Coward —And another, that 
he had been ſentenc'd in the Parliament of 
Bourdeaux, (I think it was Bourdeaux) and 
puniſh'd either by Fine or Impriſonment, 
or both, for Forgery. This appear'd ſo ju- 
ftifiable a Ground for any Man to call him 
Coward and Liar—-—that it quite turn'd the 
Cauſe, and the Courc of the Mareſchal gave 
this remarkable Sentence——- They would 
not juſtifie the calling thoſe Names to any 
Gentleman, left Pretences of Proof ſhould 
encourage future Quarrelz— but they de- 
clared the Perſon infamous, and fo that-no 
Right of Reparation was due to him in 
Caſe of an Aﬀront— But this by the way, 
and I note it to diftinguiſh in the Matters 
of Aﬀeront,. Truth can be no Slander ; and 
from hence it is, that the Law ought to be 
the only Remedy againſt a Slander, becauſe 
the Law only can judge of the Tnjury ;, for 
every thing that grates upon a Man will be 
call'd a Siander, if the Man, tho* never fo 
guilty, ſhall be his own Judge, and ſhall 
have the Power. | 

It follows to examine now, what extra- 
pdicial Methods of SatisfaQion there are 
to be bad for this ſecond Head of Aﬀeont— 
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Theſe are ſuch 4s asking Pardon, acknow- 
ledging the Miſtake, retraQting the thing 
faid, and the like ——- He that does either of 
theſe gives fuil $+ israftion, {» far as a Man 
of Huncur oug,!1t to require—And he that 
carries hi: Reſentment higher thao that, is 
no Man of Horour, tut a Murtherer—- 
And if you will promiſe me, Gentlemen, 
nt to ask Names, 1' tell you another 
STOry. 

Two Gentlemen falling. out in theic 
Drink; Cae, whoſe Palſhun was at that time 
Is; unde; Government than uſnuz), g2ve 
the other very il] Language, and provok'd 
him very much 3 Friends kept them fro; 
Fighting ac that time, but ſome Davs after 
the Gentleman who was injur'd found a 
Time to meet the other, and ceſling him 
how foully he had treated him, told him he 
expetted-SarisfaFton of him : The Gentle. 
m2n told him, he was ready to acknowledge 
it in any Terms he plea:''d ; For, ſays he, 
you know, Sir, ] was in Drink, and [ do not 
rememb:r what I ſaid ; Therefore, whatever 
it was, 1ask you Pardon, and am very ſorry 
I gave you any ill _ won't do, 
reply'd the other, 1 ſha!l not take that for 
SatisfaQion, and ſo they parted for that 
time; another Time he meets this Gentle- 
man in the Street, and defires to ſpeak 
with him, taking him aſide, You tnow what 
is between Tou and 1, ſays he— 1 muſt have 
Satisfation. What SatisfaQtion would you 
have, ſays the orber ? Have I not begg'd 
your Pardon, and. acknowledg'd 1 wrong'd 
you, , what can any May do mgre? —That 
won't do, you muſt fight me, . returns the 
other——No, n0, fays he, you wor't infiſt 
upon that, when 7 crave you- Pardon 
Nething would do with this Man of Paſhon 
—þbut he muft have SarisfaQion by rhe 
Sword—which the other Gentleman, after 
ſhunning it by all the ways he poſſibly could, 
was forced to—and the Man of Revenge bad 
Satisfa#ion z for the other being a Man of 
Courage, at the firft Paſs run him thro? the 
Body—/ muſt add another thing to 1þat ;, Be« 
fore he dy'd, for he liv'd two or three Days, 
he charged all bis Friend; never to proſecute 
the Gentleman, for that it was all his own 
Fault, and he had forced the Gentlem2n to 
fight againft his Will, I think, this Story is 
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very pertinent to the Caſe y theſe are Cu- 
flomary Metbods. 

It may now be ask'd me, but what Satif- 
faTion can be given for a Slander, or a Re- 
proach made publick by a Libeller, where the 
Exoneration of a Gentleman charg'd [hal 
not <xtend as far as the Shander publiſh'd ? 

I am no: guing to preſcribe the $:orzs Gen- 
tlemey, who reſent what it ſeems. has b-en 
lately publiſh'd by the Poſi-Boyz I have go» 
thing, to ſay to particul:r Caſe:, ler the 
Poſt- Boy at for himſelf—But in all ſuch 
Czſes ir ſeems very equal, that if a News- 
W1itcr publiibes any thing of a Gentleman 
Which 13 not true, he ought in the ſame pub- 
li-k ma»ner to acknowl-dge hewas miftaken 
or mifintorm'd, and let the World know it 
was a M.ft>k:— For in all equitable Repa- 
ca.ioas che acknowledgment ſhould be as 
publick as the Off-nce, elſe it is not equ4), 
—- For a Man t call a W-:min Whore in 
pavlick, and :hen isk herPardon in private, 
is zo Reparatioa at a!-and therefore in 
the Sen eaces of Re-paration frequently 
paſ;'d in Fr 2»ce, it ji3 common to make a 


Gentleman ;'@ to the ſaine Place, or to- 


ſauinmon the !4me Company, and ask Par- 
don ; and the Reaſon is plain, the Offence 
js no otherwiſe to he wiped out— And this 
13 ſvffici:nt Reparation in any Part. of the 
World. 

As to demanding of a Man to publiſh or 


to inf. rm th2 Perſon offended, who te}d, 


ſuch or ſuch a thing, in order tocarry on a 
farther Reſentment, no Man is oblig't to 
that, and Abundance of Reaſons make it 
not < demanded : Firſt of all I may 
have heaid Peoples Opinions in private 
D.ſcourſe, where they have related what 
they have heard, and their Authors back 
again farther, and fo on thro' Multitudes 
of- Hands; of af] which perhaps not one 
might have any ill Defign againſt the Per- 
ſon, and thi; would have cndleſs Conſe» 
quences, milchjevous and unaccountable. 
Yet in ail this Diſcoucſe, for I deſire to 
be impartial, I ſhall be far from encourag- 


ing Miſrepreſentations, Slanders, or falſe- 


Accounts of Mens AQtions to be publiſh'd, 
I ſhun it with the utmoſt Dilligence my 
felf, and I cavnot but thiok, every Man 
that is concerned in publick Matters, 
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printing. or writing Books or New?-Papers,. 
ought to ſhun it with the utmoR Care ; and 
if the evil Conſequences of Miſrepreſenta- 
tions were to be calculated, it would mate 
any wiſe Man cautious of what be ſays that 
Way. 

I'll give but two Examples at this time of 
the Miſchief of Miſrepreſentation , and they 
both relate to Scotland, and are both freſh 
in your Memories no longer 2g0 than the 


lare Attempt of the French to invade us g. 


one is general, the other particular. 

1+ A general Miſr--preſentation—Of the 
Presbyterians in Scotland as being reſolved 
to joyn with the French, in order todifſolve 
the Union, which they were ſuppoſed to be 
generally againft, 


What Prejudices ag4inſt them, what Cla-- 


mours 4t them, what Apprehenſions 
of. them, did this create, and bow ge- 
nerally was it receiv'd it England, that. 
all thoſe People in Scotland, who were 
againſt the Union, muſt of conſequence. 
be for the Invaſion ! How did we run 
upon them in England in our ſcanda- 
lous Diſcourſe, and how were ſome 
People in Englavd upbraided with 
them! — Whereas upon the Appear- 
ance of the Enemy, and when the good 
People began to be juſtly allarm'd with 
a Popiſh and French Invaſion, none were 
more zealous for the general Defence, 
even of that Union they were openly. 
averſe to, than theſe very abuſed Peo- 
ple we are ſpeaking Of... I have in 
a late Review given you ſome Account 
of Letters I have had the Honour to 
receive from the late Lord Beilhaven ; 
1 will not fay that noble Perſon bas not 
been a ſad Inſtance of theſe Miſrepreſene- 
$arions—But in one of his Lordſhip's 
Letters I find this Expreſion 
I vbink fit 10 aſſure you, that the Body of 
the Presbyterians of this Nation, who 
were agamſt 1he Union, however they 
may be, as you fay, ſurly and angry. 
800, will yer generally oppoſe any French 
Invafion, and are honeſt and true 10 the 
preſent Settlement ==—— Let but any 
Man reflz& upon the Cenſures we. 
paſs'd, and the Jealouſies we -nter- 
tain'd of theſe People, when the Zrench 
Were. 


